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The Semitic Languages 


Arabic and 
Aramaic 
languages are 
both Semitic, but 
belong to 
different sub¬ 
branches of the 
Central branch 



Ebalite 


Eteocypriot Ugaritic 


AmoriRT 


Maltese Phoenician 

Ammonite 


Punic 


B Hebrew 
® Moabite 
• Edomite 

•Nabatean 


S*Tr2Qm 

QJm-lm 

<100,000 


ikkadiaiv 


Native Speakers 


'Ancient North Arabic 


Arabic 


•Hobyot 


Harsusi 


Shehri 


x Minaean 


• Bathari 


• Dahlak 


x Qahtanian Hadhramautic 


'Tigrinya 


Sabaean 


Soqotri 


Amharic 


Argobba 


Chaha 


Eastern 


, Northwest 

Central^ Ca,uan * f 

x Arabic 


Eastern South 


Southern 


Western South,. 


Ethiopian 


Living language 
x Extinct 
? Origin uncertain 







Arabic Dialectology 




Gulf Arabic 
Bahrani 
Najdi 
Omani 

Hijazi and Rashaida 

Shihhi o r* / 
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Dhofari 

Yemeni and Somali 
Chadic and Shuwa 
Sudanese 
Sa'idi 
Egyptian 
Judeo Arabic 
Nubi 

Cypriot Arabic 
Juba 
Iraqi 

Levantine 

North Mesopotamian 
Badawi 
Moroccan 
Tunisian 
Algerian 
Libyan 
Hassaniya 
Saharans 





























Arabic Dialectology 


A substratum is an existing language that is 
submerged by a new dominant language 


A superstratum is a new language that is 
imposed onto an existing language without 
submerging it 




Aramaic and Syriac in Lebanon 


Phonecian spoken 
until first century 
CE 

Replaced by 
Aramaic, which 
evolved into Syriac 

Arabic submerges it 
in 7 th century CE 

Died out in 18 th 
century in northern 
mountains (Retso 
2005) 
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Aramaic and Syriac in Lebanon 


There are no native 
Lebanese speakers of 
Syriac 

Syriac maintained as 
liturgical language 
(Maronites, 
Orthodox) 

Immigrant 
communities from 
Iraq and Turkey 
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Phonology 


The diphthong-aw is Classical Arabic 
becomes -6, as in Syriac 

(Driver 1920, 305) 

Unstressed short vowels in a CV syllable go to 
schwa or dropped (?) 

» •u&i (Retso 2005) 

The consonants 0 and 6 become t and d as in 
Syriac/Aramaic: 

» ikk as in Syriac ^k (Driver 1920, 307) 


Morphology 


The feminine second person singular enclitics 
is >*-, as in Syriac (^-). (Driver 1920, 309) 

Plural enclitics end in and ,A 

Weak verbs with a final aleph become like 
weak verbs with a final yod: 

Instead of there is as in Syriac (Driver 

1920, 313-314) 

Similarly, we have instead of 


Morphology 


Numbers 11-19 are similar to those in Syriac: 
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(Driver 1920, 315-316) 


Lexicon 


Verbs can be borrowed directly as in: 

"to guard" from Syriac ^ (Versteegh 2009, 189) 

"to stretch" from Syriac 
"to undress" from Syriac (Retso 2005) 

Specialized vocabulary for some professions, 
because of Syriac's dominance before Arabic 

(Mutlaq 1983, 12) 






Lexicon 


"to drill into wood" 

0 0 

"the open sea" 

-i<x=>(<L "a wooden plug for ships" 

In addition, there are words of common 
usage: 

Maronite (Abu Khater 1977,15) 
left, left hand 
small, little 



Lexicon 


As well, a separate set of names for the 
months is used in Lebanon and Syria that 
come directly from Aramaic/Syriac: 
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Syriac Topography in Lebanon 


Topography can be useful in determining 
language of usage at time of settlement 

Use of Mar in districts (Mar Mikha'il, Mar 
Nqoula) 

Use of Kfar in village names (Kfar Nabrakh, 
Kfar Debiane, Kfar Hai) 

Use of Deir in village names (Deir Mar Jeryos, 
Deir el Aachayer, Deir el Mkhales, Deir el 
Qamar) 


Resume 


Syriac and Arabic related Semitic languages 

Aramaic/Syriac dominant language in Lebanon 
1 st century CE to 7 th century CE, dies out 18 th 
century 

Syriac has affected Lebanese in its phonology, 
morphology and lexicon 

Syriac place names in Lebanon attest to 
widespread usage throughout the country 
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